Holger Dieckmann



Session 11: Global Interface of Competition Policies

Speaker: Mr. Holger Dieckmann (International Affairs Unit, Competition

Directorate-General of the European Commission)

Title: The Benefits of Cooperation between Competition Authorities

Abstract:

Today, many companies have become global actors and their business
transactions are global as well. World-wide cartels and cross-border mergers present
major challenges for competition authorities which have their jurisdictions within the
only limited territory. Cooperation between competition authorities can help to
overcome these barriers and efficient competition enforcement is often impossible
without cooperation.

Bilateral cooperation through the dedicated agreements has been developed to
intensify competition authorities’ relations. The European Union has dedicated
Cooperation Agreements in competition matters with Japan, the US and Canada. The
cooperation agreements do not allow for the exchange of any legally protected
information, though the companies concerned can frequently agree to such exchange
especially in merger cases. The increased contact between competition authorities
leads to a closer relationship and to mutual confidence-building. Furthermore, it
leads to a greater understanding of the respective competition policies through the
mutual learning experience.

Bilateral cooperation evolves around two axes: Case-specific cooperation and
Continuous dialogue on policy. Case-specific cooperation takes place on all cases
which are examined concurrently by both authorities. It is emphasised that no area of
antitrust is excluded from the cooperation. Policy discussion has enabled us to
understand each other’s views better and to learn from each other.

Regular cooperation creates an atmosphere of mutual trust among competition
authorities. It is also the key to avoiding contradictory or incoherent results and

hence, offers business greater certainty as to the outcome of procedures.



