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O Right of suspects and accused

In November 2013 the European Commission presented a package of proposals to further strengthen procedural safeguards for
citizens in criminal proceedings. These proposals, on the presumption of innocence and the right to be present at trial, on special
safeguards for children suspected and accused in criminal proceedings, and on provisional legal aid, aim to guarantee fair trial rights for
all citizens, wherever they are in the EU. These proposals are accompanied by a communication and by two recommendations on
safeguards for vulnerable persons suspected or accused in criminal proceedings, and on the right to legal aid in criminal proceedings.

When designing and implementing measures in this field, it is important for the EU to get the balance right between measures that
protect such rights and those that facilitate the investigation and prosecution of crime.
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